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Every noun in Logoori is lexically a member of some grammatical “gender”, which is a
pairing of specific noun class form for singular and for plural.1 The determination of
noun class is based on the formal prefix of a noun (e.g. 7ki-), how it marks singular-plural
relations (rkr- in the singular, rvi- in the plural), and the pattern of agreement induced by
the nouns (k- when the head has the prefix 4zr-; vi- when the head has the prefix vi-);
secondarily, consideration of semantic and syntactic function can influence assignment to
a particular noun class. Ultimately, nouns are assigned to particular classes by reference
to historical analogs in proto-Bantu, which may be rather unsatisfactory in languages like
Matumbi which have substantially re-shaped the proto-language system, but which works
fairly well for Logoori which preserves nearly all of the proto-Bantu distinctions (lacking
cl. 19).

A particular noun class can be assigned derivationally, for example a verb stem
can be make into a noun by selecting a particular noun gender and derivational affix; a
noun lexically in one gender can be re-assigned to another in order to form a diminutive
or augmentative. For the most part, a given singular class implies a particular plural. In
nouns, class is realized by prefixing a characteristic prefix, which may be preceded by an
optional “augment”. Class 1 nouns can be subdivided lexically into nouns that have no
class prefix (e.g. gougd ‘grandfather’) versus those which do have a prefix (mo-sigo
‘enemy’). Other means are employed to mark class in words agreeing with nouns — this is
discussed in chapter 4. The phonologically underlying class prefixes and augments of
Logoori are as follows.

1 .
Some nouns only have singular or only have plural forms.



augment NCP

1 (6] mo
2 a va
3 (§] mo
4 I mi
5 I ri

6 a ma
7 I ki
8 I vi
9 I N
10 I ziN
11 (6] ro
12 a ka
13 (§] to
14 (6] \%)
15 (v) ko
16 (a) ha
17 (v) ko
18 (v) mo
20 0 gou
23 r

The typical singular-plural gender pairings of Logoori are:
-2 34 56 7-8 9-10 11-10 12-13 20-4

CL 14 may be used as the plural of nouns whose singular is in cl. 7 or 11, in some
instances. Most noun classes are lexical determined, but:

cl. 1-2 is populated exclusively by nouns referring to humans

all nouns in cl. 12-13 derive from some other class by a process of
diminutivization

save for one noun, all nouns in cl. 20 derive from some other class by a process of
augmentatative-formation

Infinitives (15) and locatives (16-18) are never lexically determined.

cl. 23 contains only place names

Numerous phonological rules affect the realization of a stem or its class prefix, see the
chapters on phonology. Examples below will give the singular, plural and stem. In this
chapter, nouns are cited with the augment, which can be deleted subject to certain

2 An augment on the infinitive has only been attested from RO. The augment on locative classes 16-18 is
not attested on ordinary locative noun constructions such as hamogera ‘at the river’ (*ahamogera), but can
be found in other constructions such as headless adjectival phrases like ahiingr ‘at many’.

3 This is the class for place names with the prefix 1-, but it is not clear that this is a noun class or that it is
distinct from cl. 9.



restrictions (see X). For the sake of unifying the data of this chapter, optional
phonological rules affecting prefixes are not applied unless the rule is applied nearly
universal (reduction of /mu-/ before a labial, or reduction of /r{iv}r.../ to [I']]).

1.1. 12

All nouns in cl. 1-2 (/mu-, va-/) refer to humans, the following being examples.

singular plural Stem

omo'yaayl ava'yaay yaayi ‘boy’
vmusooreeri avasooreeri sooreeri ‘boy’
omwO0mbachi  avédmbachi ~ Gmbachi ‘builder’

om’bd' ghso avavo'goss  vo'gosd ‘Bukusu’
omwaana avaana ana ‘child’

UMosigu avasigo Sigou ‘enemy’

uvmd ' rhaya ava'raaya raaya ‘European, westerner’
vmokaana avakadna kaana ‘girl’

vmogeni avageni geni ‘guest’
vmwiidako aviidako idako ‘Idakho’

omodoto avadoto doto ‘infant’

omogi koyo avagi'’koyd gi'koyo ‘Kikuyu’
omogeére avagére gére ‘leper’
omorodgoori avardgoori rogoori ‘Logoori’
vmujaumbe avajuimbe juimbe ‘minister (government)’
omwii' vori avii'vori i'vori ‘parent’
vmoondo avaandou ndu ‘person’
omokd'Toondé avakd'roonds  ko'roondd “respected person’
vmong’oodi avang’oodi ng’oodi ‘scribe’

omwiivi aviivi ivi ‘thief’

omodiriji avadiriji dirichi ‘“Tiriki’
vMuUgo0go avagoogo £00g0 ‘wife’

omokari avakari kari ‘woman, wife’

Most kinship terms have no class prefix in the singular, though (see X) they govern cl.
agreement, and such nouns are traditionally referred to as cl. 1a. For most such nouns,
their plural has the prefix vad-, to be referred to as the 2a prefix.

singular plural Stem

séénge vaaseenge séénge ‘aunt (paternal)’
mbooz6 vaa' mb66zo” V00Z0 ‘cross-sex sibling’
daada vaa'daada daada ‘father’

baaba Va4 baaba baaba ‘father’

isé ~ isi vaa'isé isé ‘father’

guuga vaaguuga guuga ‘grandfather’

4
The plural may also be vavéozo.



gboko vaaguvko gboko ‘grandmother’

nnya vannya nnya ‘mother’

maama vadmaama maama ‘mother’

amwaavo vaamwaavo amwaavo ‘same-sex sibling’
, rrli o o ,

kooza vad'kooza kooza ‘uncle (maternal)’

These nouns do not allow the augment when the class prefix is lacking, therefore
*ubaaba, *oseenge are unattested. The augument is also allowed in the plural since there
is (or may be) a class prefix: avddseenge ‘aunts’, avdd'guugd ‘grandfathers’,
avdd'mb6ozo “c.s. siblings’. As discussed in X, plural prefixation for 2a nouns is
grammatically optional when plurality of the head noun can be reconstructed from the
evidence of agreement, so both baabad vataambr and vadbaaba vataambr ‘tall fathers’ are
acceptable though *gera mtaambi, *gera mitaambr (‘long river(s)’) are not allowed,
meaning that this option is limited to cl. 1a-2a.

Some cl. 1a noun not in the set of kinship terms have the regular cl. 2 plural
prefix, in particular ofisd ‘officer’, pl. vaé'fisd (not *védofisd) and konddkta “turnboy,
conductor’, pl. vaké'nddkta ‘conductors’. The former noun also allows a plural in cl. 6
(mad'fisd). Personal names might be included in cl. 1a, but the evidence for class
assignment is purely based on agreement patterns (they trigger cl. 1 agreement, but have
no class prefix). Some examples are as follows.

adébr ariviza kisaato mrééra
afaandi chaanzi makddngo ndoori
agooi 1cho6go mboga onzére
ajinéta embedeedo mboone rigaare
akeenga imari mdavadi rihdédnda
ambani Jjuumba mihadya rigéénga
ambutndu kasaandi mijiide rodéeji
amgonf kayogira msarya ryaavori
andéésha kidwéaro mtaange ri'héénda
andiisi kiméanji mhoonja vo'gliza

As far as form is concerned, some proper names can be identified with specific nouns,
such as v&'giizd, both a name and the noun ‘seed’, likewise ryaavori is a name and a kind
of seasonal ant. It is noteworthy that many names begin with a-, though otherwise names
generally begin with consonants.

1.2. 34

Some examples of nouns in the class grouping 3-4 (/mov-, mi-/) are as follows.

singular plural Stem

vmukaado 1mikaado kaado ‘avocado’
vmugoongo Imigoongo goongo ‘back’
om’birt m’birt VITT ‘body’

omogadi 1migadi gadi ‘bread’



omd'doga
omwo06go
omodngiro
vmojoombo
vmogouonda
vmollo
omdkono
omOtwi
omogizi
vm’bano
vmweéeri
vmdsydooma
vmdstimaali
vmogera
omori
vmugoye
omsunyu
omd'zané
um’basu
omd'tééndé
omusaara
omféréji
omohiga

mi'doga
myoogo
1midigiro
1mijoombo
1miguonda
mmillo
1mikono
mitwi
1migizi
1m’bano
imyéeri
Imisyooma
1mistmaali
Imigera
miri
1migoye
myounyu
mi' z(iné

1mi'tééndé
mmisaara
1miféréji
1mihiga

doga
0go
dugiro
joombo
goovnda
llo
koéno
twi

gizi
bano
éri
syooma
sumaali
gera

ri

goye
Onyu
zuné
basu
tééndé
sdara
féréji
higa

¢ 2

car
‘cassava’
‘crutch’
‘earthworm’
‘farm’

“fire’

‘hand’

‘head’
‘homestead’
‘knife’
‘month’
‘Syzygium guineense tree’
‘nail’

‘river’

‘root’

‘rope’
‘seasoning’
‘sunbird’
‘sunlight’
‘thorny plant’
‘tree’

‘water tap’
‘year’

There are two collective nouns in this gender which only or usually appear in cl. 4 and
have no singular form — some speakers have accepted the form mwrma ‘tradition’.

mitd
milma

to
1ma

‘legume’
‘tradition’

One noun might be identified as belonging to cl. 3a-4a for BK, which has no class prefix
in the singular or plural, but which induces cl. 3 and 4 agreement

abachi

aba’chi mtdambi
aba’'chi mitdambi

‘Uganda greenhart (Warburgia ugandensis)’

‘tall abachi’
‘tall abachis’

This agreement pattern is a speaker-specific reduction along the lines musadra abachi
mutddmbi — @ abdchi mutddmbi. Other speakers treat this noun as cl. 9-10: abd'chi
indaambr ‘tall abachi’.

1.3.

5-6

These classes have the prefixes /ri-, ma-/, where /ri/ often reduces before /t,d,n/ as
discussed in X. Examples of this class are as follows.



singular plural Stem

rigoke amagoke goke ‘ash’

rigdanda amagéanda géanda ‘bean’

Iriponyi amanonyi nonyi ‘bird’

riké amaka ka ‘charcoal’
1ring’6'waani méang’6'waani ng’6'aani ‘crested crane’
ridiko amadikov diko ‘day’
rigai'yaginyi amagul'yagiuyi  gal'yaguayi ‘dragonfly’
ridaraamo amadaraamo dardaamo ‘drum (storage)’
riddanji amaddanji déanji ‘drum (storage)’
iryaanda amaanda anda ‘ember’

1y 6wé ama'Owa a'owa ‘flower’
1ddoondolizi amaddondolizi doondolizi ‘Grey-Headed Sparrow’
1ri' ng’44ng’a mé'ng’aang’a ng’aang’a ‘hadada ibis’
1dda'réére amada'réére di'réére ‘megaphone’
rida'varya amada'varya da'varya ‘muddy water’
ryiita amiita ita ‘name’
richtiunga amachiiunga chiiunga ‘orange’

1ri bwooni amé'bwooni bwdoni ‘potato’
rrithoondo amahoondo hoondo ‘pumpkin’
rigodo amagddo godo ‘skin’

Iryuuva amuuva uva ‘sun’

riino amiino ino ‘tooth’

1rightu amagutu gutu ‘village elder’
ridiriisa amadiriisa diriisha ‘window’
iring’ana amang’ana ng’ana ‘word’

There are a number of mass nouns which only appear in cl. 6. >

amarwa rwa ‘beer’

amaseke seke ‘beer lees’

amarasiri rasiri ‘blood sausage’

amaandekeella andekeella ‘inconsistency’

amavururi vururi ‘leaf trash’

amaheengere heengere ‘mahengere’ (a dish of corn and beans)
am’béere véere ‘milk’

amasi riinji si'riinji ‘ringworm’

amaté té ‘saliva’

amaazi azi ‘water’

ameeyo eyo ‘yard-broom’ (a mass of leaves)

5 . . .
These are words which cannot have a singular. There are other nouns which are almost always

encountered in the plural, but where a singular form is sensible, for example rigdraba ‘bean leaf’, which is
considered to be a marked and uncommon form, since it generally is used to refer to bean leaves as a food,
thus naturally requiring multiple leaves. Likewise risééveeve ‘pumpkin leaf” is more common in the plural,
same with rika ‘charcoal’, rigaanda ‘bean’. In contrast, there simply is no such form as *rite, relating to
saliva.



1.4. 7-8

Examples of classes 7-8 (/ki1-, vi-/) are seen below. Before a vowel, the prefix /ki/ is
pronounced [ch].

singular plural Stem
ikikabo vikabo kabo ‘basket’
icheeyo Vyeeyo eyo ‘broom’
ikidiing’1ro vidiing’1ro diing’1ro ‘busa basket’
ekeméreméende viméreméende méreméende ‘candy’
ikibaga 1vibaga baga ‘cat’
1ki'miina wi'miina miinn ‘chick’
ekékdombe vikoombe koéombe ‘cup’
ikidéhiro viddhiro déhiro ‘dipper’
1kisdanda visdanda sdanda ‘dipper (gourd)’
1ki'diindi wi'diindi diindi ‘drum (small)’
ikihéraato vihéraato haraato ‘famine’
ekedéte vidéte déte ‘finger’
1chd'korya wy6'korya 6'korya ‘food’
ichdamogizi vydamogizi amogizi ‘“front door’
ichdage 1vyaage age ‘grain store’
1kigoro IVigouro gouro ‘hill”
1chiito vyiito ito ‘market’
1kibiriiti 1vibiriiti biriiti ‘match’
1kika viké ka ‘moment’
ekekodondo vikoondo koéondo ‘monkey’
ikitoongboro vitoongdoro toongoo1u ‘onion’
1ki' forya wi'forya farya ‘pan’
ikiindo viindo ndu ‘thing’
ekévéere vivéere véere ‘udder’
1kth6 ngira wiho6 ngira h66 ' ngira ‘vegetable sp.’
1kiriri viriri riri ‘“violin’
1kigo vVigu gou ‘wasp’
ikisii mbiikira wisii mbiikira sii mbiikira ‘whydah’

1.5.  9-10

There are two main variants of cl. 9-10, those with a nasal prefix and those without such
the nasal. While the augment is often omitted in other classes, it is generally not omitted
in cl. 9 (it is, however, often omitted in cl. 10) — but deletion of the augment is taken up
in X.



1.5.1.

The following are examples of nouns with a nasal realized before the stem. The evidence
that this nasal is not part of the root comes from derived classes such as augmentatives,

see below.

singular
ingGgi
mzoki
mboongo
é'ngdko
ind6Gmba
enzogu
mji
fmburi
1mbada
mgata
nzara
mbiti
1mba'rika
engo
inda
imbura
embeva
injéugu
i'ngdrove
indirame
enzoka
inziune
mduvagiro
mduvati
1mbiimbo
mda
é'njééné
mbiizi

N-

plural
zingbgi
zinzoki
zimboongo
zi'ngoké
zind6Omba
zinzogu
1Ziinji
zimburi
zimbada
1zingata
zinzara
zimbiti
zimbé 'rika
1Zingo
zinda
zimburu
zimbeva
zinjbogo
zi'ngbrove
zindGrume
zinzoka
zinziune
zinduvagiro
zinduvati
zimbiimbo
1ziinda
zi'njééné
zimbiizi

Stem
gogl
zOki
boongo
goko
déGmba
zogu
ji

buri
bada
gata
zara
biti
ba'rika
go

da
bura
beva
joogo
gorove
darame
zoka
zaune
duvagiro
duvati
biimbo
da
jééné
biizi

‘baboon’
‘bee’
‘buffalo’
‘chicken’
‘drum (big)’
‘elephant’
(ﬂy’

‘goat’
‘hawk’
‘head pad’
‘hunger’
‘hyena’
‘jealousy’
‘leopard’
‘louse’
‘monitor lizard’
‘muroid sp.’
‘peanut’
(pig’
‘seizure’
‘snake’
‘Solanum incanum’
‘sole’

‘sole’

‘stick’
‘stomach’
‘tapeworm’
‘warthog’

1.5.2. O-ALLOMORPH

Some nouns do not take an overt nasal in either the singular or plural.

singular plural Stem

1baa'’koora zibaa'koora baa'koora ‘cane’
1baakuuri zibaakuuri baakuuri ‘bowl’
1barasi zibarasi barasi ‘horse’
ebéde zibéde béde ‘ring’
biicha zibiicha biicha ‘picture’



busa
1bdtnda
1chéai
fchdng’a
1dddywa
fdwaasi
1fwééza
1ganisa
egeengere
thiiri
yjirichi
1jiumbi
ikahawa
epé'térooli
rifinga
1tiiga
1tiiro
vaga
evéémbe

1.6.

Examples of this class grouping, which selects the prefixes /oru-, 1ziN/ are seen below.

zibGoOnda

zidddywa
zidwaasi

zigdnisa
zigeengere
zihiiri
zijirichi
zijiumbi
zikdhawa

ziriinga
zitiiga
zitiiro
zivaga

busa
bddnda
chaai
chang'a
dadaywa
dwdasi
fwééza
ganisa
geengere
hiiri
jirichi
Juumbr
kahawa
pé'trodli
riinga
tiiga
tiiro
vaga
véémbe

‘beer (maize)’
‘donkey’

‘tea’
‘chang'aa’
‘rooster’
‘heifer’
‘silver’
‘church’

‘bell’

‘clan’

‘bull’

‘salt’

‘coffee’
‘petrol’
‘sickle’
‘giraffe’
‘center pole’
‘python’
‘thatching grass sp.’

Reduction of /rv/ and assimilation to following /d,t,r/ is common.

singular

r 7! rr r
oroséé'ng’ééngé

e . I
orohad ngaywa

orwaana
orovaamba
vddé'varya
urovega
vroguuchi
orokd
oromeémo
orozé
oddéru
oromillo
orwiiga
orogeendo
ord f6ongod
orwa'asya
oroheni
orobaaho
orovéere
vrobaang’a

plural

! rr r
1ziséé ng’éénge

. 77! , ,
1zimbaa ngaywa

1zimbaamba
. I ,
1zinda varya

1zimbega
1zinguuchi
1ings
1Zimémo
1zinzé
1zindéru
1zimillo
1Zzinziga
1zing’eendo

1zimbooungs

1Zzinzasya
1zimbeni
1zimbaaho
1zimbéere

1zimbaang’a

Stem

7! rr r
séé'ng’ééngé

hadngaywa
ana
vaamba
da'varya
vega
guuchi
ko
mémo
z¢&

déru
millo
iga
geendo
foungs
asya
heni
baaho
veéere
baang’a

‘barbed wire’
‘cave’
‘childishness’
‘clan’

‘clay paste’
‘direction’

‘dust’

“firewood’

‘flame’

‘grain drying area’
‘grain tray’
‘gullet’
‘horn’
‘journey’
(key’
‘kindling’
‘lightening
‘lumber’
‘nipple’
‘panga’

2



vrogada 1zingada géada ‘pipe (smoking)’
orogeembe 1zing’eembe geembe ‘razor’
orovaro 1zimbaro varo ‘rib’
orokaayro 1Zingaayro kaayrro ‘sickle’
orwiimbo 1zinimbo imbu ‘song’
UTUVUVi 1zimbuvi vovi ‘spider’
ord' fant 1zi' mbuna fana ‘tether’
orovausi 1zimbuusi vuuisi ‘thread’
ol’limi 1zinfmi rimi ‘tongue’
vroguza 1Zzinguza guza ‘vegetable’
ovroddambi 1zinddambi ddambi ‘wick’
orovaha 1zimbéha vaha ‘wing’
orowaaya 1ziwaaya waaya ‘wire’

1.7. 14

Nouns in cl. 14 (/vo-/) have no formal plural, though pluralization for some of these
nouns is sensible (v&'td vovdgd 3 bows’).

ovota ta ‘bow’
ovwoongo ongo ‘brain’
ovokimdo kimdo ‘cold wind’
uvvochaafu chaafu ‘dirtiness’
oVOsyl syt ‘flour’
vvwoioma Oma ‘fork-hoe’
ovwoOodya Oya “fur’
ovwouki oki ‘honey’
ovogére gére ‘leprosy’
uvwoova ova ‘mushroom’
ovosera sera ‘porridge’
ovwéé' réfia &'réfl ‘sky’
uvvochima chima ‘ugali’

Some such nouns are mass nouns (one rarely faces a single louse or flea on a chicken, or
a single grain of millet), which allow a singulative in cl. 7 or 11.

o rlrr s
ekéroorod OVO 1rooro

‘chicken louse’
okidaukuura ovodaukuura ‘chicken flea’
ol’1o ovord ‘finger millet’

CL 14 is also productively used as the ‘adverb class’, for example the adverb vwaango
‘quickly’ is the cl. 14 form of the adjective -ango ‘quick’, and vodinyu ‘hard’is th cl. 14
form of -dinyu “difficult’.



1.8.

12-13

Class 12-13 (/ka-, tv-/), unlike other noun classes, is strictly derived. A noun in cl. 12-13
is the diminutive of a noun in some other class.® The underlying lexical prefix of the base
noun is removed and replaced with the appropriate cl. 12 or cl. 13 prefix. The examples
below include monosyllabic stems (-fa ‘bow’, -ze ‘grain drying area’) and vowel-initial
stems or ones with initial moraic consonants, since such stems sometimes require or
allow retention of the lexical noun class prefix in Bantu languages. In Logoori, the lexical
prefix is not retained, even with vowel-initial or monosyllabic roots.

dim. sg.
akagoongo
akiivi
akaami
akafenesi
akagera
akoogo
akallo
akatwi
akagaanda
aka'bwooni
akdoro
akasu

akéaféoyo
akaraato
akiito
akagaga
akamémo
akirga
akasera
akata
akoongo
akato

dim. pl
vtugoongo
utwiivi
otwaami
otufenesi
otogera
otwo0go
otollo
ototwi
Otogadnda
otd' bwooni
OtwlOTU
OtHso
otorwa
utGfooyo
otoraato
Otwiito
Otogaga
otomémo
otwiiga
otosera
otota
otwoongo
ototo

gloss
‘boss’
‘thief’
‘chief’
‘jackfruit’
‘river’
‘cassava’
“fire’
‘head’
‘bean’
‘potato’
‘nose’
‘hair’
‘alcohol’
‘rabbit’
‘shoe’
‘market’
‘fence’
‘flame’
‘horn’
‘porridge’
‘bow’
‘brain’
‘ear’

lexical sg.
vmugoongo
omwiivi
omwaami
om’fenesi
vmogera
omwo0go
omollo
omuotwi
rigdanda
ri'bwooni
Iryooro
Iriiso
amarwa
ikifooyo
1kiraato
1chiito
vrogaga
oromémo
orwiiga
ovosera
ovota
ovwoongo
vgots

Stem
goongo
ivi

ami
fenesi
gera
0go

o

twi
géanda
bwooni
oru

SO

rwa
fooyo
raato
ito
gaga
mémo
iga
sera

ta
ongo
th

lexical class
1-2
1-2
1-2
3-4
3-4
3-4
3-4
3-4
5-6
5-6
5-6
5-6

6

7-8
7-8
7-8
11-10
11-10
11-10
14

14

14
20-6

The treatment of nouns in cl. 9-10 is variable, even within a single speaker. The issue if
that the root of such nouns usually appear to start with NC (e.g. ingugr ‘baboon’), and it
is not clear whether the nasal is a class prefix, or part of the root. The diminutive of this
appears either as kagougr (BK) or (a)kangogr (EM, EK, ML). A speaker may in fact use
both forms (kamboongo, kavoongo ‘buffalo_gim’ from BK; akaviti, akambiti ‘hyena._gim’
and akayoka ‘snake gim’, 0tonzoka ‘snakes_ i’ from EM). Since this construction is not
used frequently, there are not sufficient numbers of tokens from multiple speakers to

6 . . " . .
Class 12 agreement on numreals 2-4 is used on numbers for ordinals and repetitions (‘twice, thrice...’),

see X.



make it possible to say anything more specific than the fact that cl. 9-10 nouns with
initial NC either retain NC in the diminutive, or drop N.

As discussed in X, cl. 9-10 nouns have a degree of ambiguity in that the NC is
restricted so that C is always a voiced stop b, d, j, g, but by the rules of the language, that
consonant could underlyingly come from, respectively, /p,b,v; t,d,I; j,ch; k,g/. In the
attested N-dropping variants, surface [mb] in a cl. 9-10 noun always corresponds to [v],
[nd] is [d] except in one token akateve ‘chair_gin,’ from ML, and [ng] corresponds to [g].

It was noted in 1.1 that nouns in cl. 2a have a lengthened vowel in the class prefix
/va/. It is noteworthy that lengthening also applies to the cl. 12-13 prefixes.

toGGbaaba ‘fathers_gim’

kaaseenge ‘aunt_gim’

toOseenge ‘aunts_gim’

kaagovko ‘grandmother _gip,’

tooguuku ‘grandmothers _4im’
1.9. 20

Almost all instances of cl. 20 are derived augmentatives, analogous to diminutives in cl.
12-13. The two know exceptions are vgotd ‘ear’, with the plural in cl. 6 (amatd), and
vgd'fwdavi “dirtiness’, which has no plural and does not derive from a noun in some other
class. Derived augmentatives have their plural in cl. 4.

aug. sg. aug. pl. gloss lexical sg. Stem

vgwiisuka imiisuka ‘Isuhha’ ovmwiisukha isukha 1-2
0vgusStingu imiso0ngu  ‘white person”  vmusGONgU soongu  1-2
ugofé néesi mifé'néesi ‘jackfruit’ orh’ fé'néesi fé'néesi  3-4
ugd bwooni imi'bwooni  ‘potato’ 1ri bwooni bwoboni 5-6
0gobaga imibaga ‘cat’ ikibaga baga 7-8
vguvaasi imivuasi ‘thread’ orovuasi vausi 11-10
ugwoongo imy6ongo ‘brains’ UVWOONgo ongo 14
ugo'ta mita ‘bow’ ovVota ta 14

Nouns in cl. 9-10 with initial NC have the same analytic ambiguity noted in the previous
section, that the nasal of the cl. 9 form may be retained or dropped.

ugs'dogonyi ‘ant.pyg’
vghghgl ‘baboon.a,g’
vgongstiNgl ‘basket.qyg’
ogomboongo ‘buffalo_aue’
0g6'voongod “buffalo a,’
ugoyiingu ‘cooking pot_au,’
vgonyiingo ‘cooking pot_au,’
ogovoni ‘ey€_aug’

ogbmoNi ‘ey€.aug’



The last two examples potentially involve the phonological rule Ganda Law, where
certain NC clusters reduce to a single nasal in case the following syllable begins with a
nasal. The cl. 9 noun myiingo could thus come from /IN-yfingo/ or from /IN-nyiingv/.
Single nasal consonants in cl. 9 most often correspond to the same nasal in augmentatives
and diminutives, but some examples of correspondence to at least v, y are attested.

1.10. 15

Class 15 is composed of verb infinitives — the morphology of verb inflection is explored
in depth in X. Infinitives function as nouns analogous to gerunds in English, e.g. ‘good
cooking’, ‘that singing’. However, they generally do not have the augment.

kdrya ‘to eat’
kusya ‘to grind’
koheera ‘to inhale’
kwaaha ‘to pick’
késtora ‘to refuse’
kohiiriita ‘to snore’
komoroma ‘to speak’
korasa ‘to throw’

Some speakers optionally allow the augment in infinitives uses as nominal clauses, for
example dkorima kdrahr ‘good cultivating’.

1.11. 16-18

Unlike other class prefixes, the locative class prefixed combine with a lexical or derived
class prefix, and do not overtly combine with the augment. This mutual exclusion is
discussed in Q, and is shown to result from a phonological rule deleting the augment after
a locative prefix.

haganisa ‘at a church’ 16
haroguuchi ‘at dust’ 16
hakiguuti ‘by a field’ 16
harvkaayiro ‘at a sickle’ 16
kddaraja ‘to a bridge’ 17
kumajoongu ‘on rats’ 17
kokemoori ‘on a calf’ 17 *kwekemoori
kuvaando ‘on top of people’ 17
mopanza ‘in a lake’ 18
mord'jo ‘in a clay bow!’ 18
mmlitu ‘in a forest’ 18

mol16Gmbr ‘in fog’ 18



1.12. 23

Certain nouns, all place names, seem to exhibit a novel class prefix, historically
recognizable as cl. 23

ollr ‘bedroom’

IVWAasI ‘kitchen’
ichdanzeeywe ‘Chanzeywe’
evorogoori ‘Maragoli region’
Imajeengo ‘Majengo’

V603 ndéndi ‘Nandi’

ivo'saari (a clan homeland)
vokirima (a clan homeland)
maavi (a clan homeland)

These nouns very much look like nouns in cl. 9 with the @ class prefix variant, although
they often contain other class prefixes (r-vo-Il1, e-vo-rogoori (cl. 14), -ma-jeengo (cl. 6),
1-vo-ki-rima (cl.14+cl.7)). The reason for considering this to be a separate noun class is
that it triggers special agreement patterns, discussed in Q.

2. ‘Informal’ derived classes

The above noun classes are standard and used to some extent by all speakers. There are
two additional uses of derived classes that are sometimes encountered but not considered
to be ‘standard’, both carrying a deprecative connotation. Cl. 5 may also be used as an
augmentative, and cl. 7 may be used as a diminutive

rivano ‘knife_qug’

1llaato ‘shoe_aug’

rigoye ‘Tope.aug’
ol s , .

rii naandi ‘Nandi_aug’

ekegoye ‘rope.dim2’

ikikaraji ‘judge_gim2’
’! y oy .

ki’ bwooni ‘potato_gimz’

ekeng’oombe ‘COW._dim2’

7 . . . . .
There is no agreement amongst Bantuists regarding the proto-Bantu status of this class, what the earlier

prefix was, or what number should be assigned to it. This prefix is common in Lacustrine Bantu, and
depending on author is referred to as class 23, 24 or 25.



